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Roy City 5600 South (SR-97) Transportation Project 

The Utah Department of Transportation (UDOT) is proposing improvements along 5600 South (State 
Route [SR] 97) in Roy, Utah, and modifications to the 5600 South and Interstate 15 (I-15) interchange. 
UDOT Region 1 in 2018 issued a contract to conduct an Environmental Assessment (EA) Study to analyze 
any potential impacts that could occur to the natural and built environment as a result of the proposed 
improvements. This Study is almost complete and will be released to the public shortly.  

5600 South is a regionally significant arterial providing I-15 access for the cities to the west that include: 
Roy, Sunset, Clinton, and Hooper. East of I-15, 5600 South provides access to Hill Air Force Base (Hill 
AFB), including the only truck access road to the base. Major north-south intersecting roads include 
3500 West (SR-108) and 1900 West (SR-126). 

The study area along 5600 South includes 3500 West to the Roy Gate on Hill AFB. The study area along I-
15 encompasses all potential improvements at the Riverdale Road interchange, potential improvements 
at the 5600 South interchange, and south to the future 1800 North interchange. 

 

 

The purpose of the project is to meet future year 2050 travel demand on 5600 South and at the I-15 
5600 South interchange and improve safety conditions on 5600 South and at the I-15 5600 South 
interchange. 

The project is needed due to several intersections along 5600 South that are currently approaching 
failing conditions. By 2050, most major intersections (3100 West, 2700 West, 2200 West, 1900 West, 
and Freeway Park Drive) would fail during the AM or PM peak period if no improvements are made. 
UDOT crash data indicates there are currently a high number of crashes related to congestion. The 5600 
South Accident Summary using UDOT Traffic and Safety Data shows the Safety Index of 160% of the 
Average Expected Rate with a 190% of Average Expected Severe Crash Rate. There were 388 accidents 
in 2017 on this 2-mile road. The data shows 5600 South to the East of 3500 West to I-15 Interstate is 
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currently over capacity.  It is predicted that the number of crashes along the corridor could increase by 
2050 as traffic congestion increases. 

Another goal of the project is to accommodate active transportation along 5600 South. This goal is 
based on WFRC Draft 2019–2050 RTP identifying a need for bike lanes along 5600 South between 3500 
West and I-15. The Roy City General Plan also encourages bike lanes throughout the city. 

In addition to the 5600 South congestion mitigation needs, the National defense contractor Northrop 
Grumman recently broke ground 27 Aug 2019 on their future headquarters facility that will support the 
U.S. Air Force’s $80B Ground Based Strategic Deterrent (GBSD) program. It is expected this DoD contract 
will run for 30 to 40 years. The proposed Falcon Hill Campus will hold the new Northrop Grumman Roy 
Innovation Center to include 6 building outlined below. The initial groundbreaking has occurred, with 
one of the two 231,000 SF facilities. Completion of the new first facility is scheduled for mid-2020. It is 
expected that the next facility directly east will be started sometime next year to hold subcontractors in 
support of the GBSD program.  The officials at the groundbreaking reported the development will bring 
1,400 to 2,500 new jobs to Northern Utah.  

 

 

Falcon Hill Illustration   

This new development is adjacent to 5600 South interchange located near the Hill Air Force Base Roy 
Gate.  
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Next to this Innovation Center is the Hill Aerospace Museum located on approximately 30 acres of the 
northwest corner of Hill Air Force Base. The Museum, which opened in 1986, hosted its four millionth 
visitor in the spring of 2014. More than 320,000 visitors, coming from every state and from many 
foreign countries, visited the Museum last year. When you couple the current museum attendance, 
normal Hill AFB employee traffic, and the projected 1,400 to 2,500 employees to this new Roy 
Innovation Center, the traffic issues will be significant both at the I-15 Interstate collector and 5600 
South from the interstate to 3500 West.    

Currently, according to the recent approved Roy City Transportation Master Plan the Average Annual 
Daily Traffic (AADT) associated with 5600 South is significant. The table below is data is 2017.   

Roadway From To Route # Speed Number of Lanes Existing AADT 

5600 South  3500 West 2700 West 97 35 3 16,585 

5600 South  2700 West  2500 West 97 35 3 17,625 

5600 South  2500 West  1900 West  97 35 3 24,040 

5600 South  1900 West  Freeway Park Drive 97 35 5 32,600 
   

Future traffic patterns and the resulting operating conditions of a roadway network are directly related 

to land use planning and socioeconomic conditions. As traffic is not restricted to the Roy City and many 

of the roadways within the City act as regional roads linking communities north, south, and west of the 

City, the socioeconomic and land use data in the neighboring cities must also be considered when 

projecting future traffic conditions within the City. Future growth within the area is based on Wasatch 

Front Regional Council’s 2040 projections. These projections show the AADT on 5600 South to be over 

34,000.  

With this economic growth quickly approaching, it is imperative that impacts to the already congested 
5600 South corridor be addressed in combination with planning for future growth and development 
opportunities in the area.   

Phase and funding needs: 

 I-15 Interchange (5600 South) 

o Phase 1  

o 2019 costs $18,000,000  

o Phased cost $22,800,000 

 

 Widening 5600 South (1900 West to I-15) 

o Phase 1 

o 2019 costs $8,000,000 

o Phased costs $10,100,000 

 

 Widening 5600 South (1900 West to 3500 West) 

o Phase 1 

o 2019 costs $78,300,000 

o 2019 costs $99,100,000 
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To help facilitate this economic development on this campus and mitigate the transportation impacts, 

Roy City is considering downtown zoning changes to establish Mixed-Use developments 

(retail/residential) within walking / biking distance of the Roy Innovation Center. This strategy should 

help those directly affected, to lower the need for vehicle traffic back and forth to work. In addition, 

there is a good argument to consider using the current Union Pacific Railroad line running on the west 

side of Hill AFB Falcon Hill development. It is believed this rail line corridor was part of the old 

Bamberger’s Interurban Railroad line from the early 1900s. This rail line could be used for walking, 

biking, or light transit to access connection points into the entire Falcon Hill development on the west 

side. It is understood that Hill AFB will no longer need access to this railroad spur when the Army’s 

Locomotive Repair facility is moved out of state in the next couple years.    

 

 

 

 

 

This Falcon Hill Roy Innovation Center development is under the control of the Military Installation 

Development Authority (MIDA). Roy City will not receive any property tax or sales tax from any facility or 

operation within this Enhance Use Lease (EUL) agreement with the Air Force. However, Roy City can 

expect to see heavy travel in and out of this development as individuals / groups take advantage of 

retails and restaurants in proximity. In addition, Roy City has signed an interlocal agreement with MIDA 

to provide fire, police, public works, and planning services to this development. The costs of these 

services are reimbursable.     

With current UDOT funding committed on projects up to 2024, it is highly unlikely that Transportation 
Investment Funds will be available to help mitigate the traffic challenges on 5600 South over the next 7 
years. Without some type of unique funding intervention, Roy City and the broader community will be 
facing major traffic and economic challenges and impacts.     
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